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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: OCLR, BU 

SUBJECT: PORT CLEARANCE FOR BULGARIAN VESSEL M/S VIHREN 
REF: A) STATE 076762; B) SOFIA 633 

1. BULGARIAN MFA HAS BEEN ADVISED OF CLEARANCE FOR 
M/S VIHREN TO ENTER PORT OF NEW ORLEANS APRIL 5-10. 

THEY HAVE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR WAIVER OF 14 DAY 
RULE IN THIS CASE 

AND UNDERSTANDING OF NEED FOR TIMELY 
APPLICATION IN FUTURE. 

2. MFA HAS ADVISED EMBASSY THAT DUE TO FAILURE OF 
LOADING EQUIPMENT, LOADING OF CARGO WILL BE DELAYED. 

MFA HAS REQUESTED PERMISSION FOR M/S VIHREN TO REMAIN 

IN PORT UNTIL EQUIPMENT CAN BE REPAIRED AND LOADING COM- 
PLETED. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT REQUEST FOR 
EXTENSION BE GIVEN FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION. (FYI: BUL- 
GARIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN RESPONSIVE TO EMBASSY REQUESTS 
FOR OVERFLIGHT PERMISSION MADE WITH LESS THAN NORMALLY 
REQUIRED LEAD TIME, AND REQUESTS ONLY NOTIFICATION, NOT 
CLEARANCE, FOR AMERICAN COMMERCIAL SHIPS VISITING 
BULGARIAN PORTS.) 
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